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equality has already acquired the fixity of a popular prejudice3.1
His education and his life made him profoundly dissatisfied
with the beliefs and the practice of the post-Reformation world:
his own philosophy and his reading of history convinced him
against all appearances to the contrary that the facts, the
realities, were on his side. His work consisted in little more than
the constant reiteration of his convictions, now in metaphysical,
now in ethical, now in oratorical language.

In the middle of the nineteenth century Marx saw the indus-
trial age at its ugliest in England. Extremely little had been
done to change the classical picture which Sismondi had drawn
twenty years earlier:

It may almost be said that in modern times the community lives
at the expense of the proletary, on that share of the remuneration
of his labour which it deducts from him. . . . The more wealth is
accumulated in a single hand the cheaper can it execute the work
it has undertaken, This principle which creates an abyss between
extreme opulence and extreme poverty applies equally to all in-
dustrial labour, and it gradually drives everywhere out of the land
that happy independence, that happy mediocrity which was long
the object of the wishes of the wise.. . .

Modern theories

if they intended to make the rich man more rich, also made
the poor man more poor, more dependent, and more destitute.
Crises utterly unexpected have succeeded one another in the com-
mercial world; the progress of industry and opulence has not saved
the operatives who created this opulence from unheard of sufferings.
... I have shown that the equilibrium among the gains of rival
occupations on which modern economists have founded their calcu-
lations has never been attained, except by the destruction of fixed
capital and the mortality of workmen engaged in a losing manufac-
ture; that although the invention of machines which increase the
powers of man may be a benefit to humanity, yet the unjust distribu-
tion which we make of the profits obtained by their means changes
them into scourges to the poor.2

Marx having been brought up under the reactionary rule of

1 Capita^ i. 29. Refer also to Lindsay, Karl Marx's Capital, p, 66.
3 A. Shadwell, The Socialist Movement, Part I, pp. 7-11.
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